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The Second Multi-Hazard Early Warning Conference (MHEWC-II) 

Early Warning and Early Action towards 
Sustainable, Resilient and Inclusive Societies 

13-14 May 2019, WMO Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland 

Side Event 4 Concept Note 

Side event title:   The Common Alerting Protocol (CAP) - Progress and 
     opportunities  

Date, time and venue:  Tuesday, 14 May 2019, 13:00-14:00, Salle B 

Co-Leads:    World Meteorological Organization (WMO) & 
     International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

Other contributing experts: Eliot Christian 

Main session objectives: 

The main objective of this side event is to shed light on how the Common Alerting 
Protocol (CAP) enables national alerting authorities and other actors in emergency 
management to enhance public alerting at scales from village or city to province, nation, 
region, and global. The speakers will share experiences and lessons learned in leveraging 
CAP toward the ideal goal of all-hazards and all-media emergency alerting that reaches 
everyone in harm's way with timely and appropriate messaging, enabling them to take 
actions to protect lives and livelihoods.  

Expected outcomes: 

 Actors in the public alerting areas of emergency management share knowledge of 
workable policies and implementation strategies in a range of settings worldwide. 

 Alerting authorities gain a better understanding of ways to implement CAP initially 
or to enhance their CAP implementation, and the benefits to be realized by doing 
so. 

 Aggregators of CAP alerts and other intermediaries in public alerting are put in 
contact with other actors so that they are better enabled to share expertise and 
experiences. 

Key messages: 

 The CAP standard is being leveraged in an increasing number of countries 
worldwide to greatly improve emergency alerting so that everyone in harm's way 
receives timely and appropriate messages that enable them to take actions in 
protection of lives and livelihoods. 
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 A major challenge is to help developing countries to better take advantage of the 
CAP standard, primarily through coordinated, cross-agency efforts at outreach, 
education, and the sharing of expertise.   

Moderator: 

 Ms Vanessa Gray, Head, Least Developed Countries, Small Island Developing 
States & Emergency Telecommunications Division, Telecommunication 
Development Bureau (BDT), International Telecommunication Union (ITU), 
Switzerland 

Keynote speaker: 

 Mr Gerald Fleming, Expert on Public Weather Service Delivery with the WMO 
Commission for Basic Systems (CBS), Ireland  

Panellists: 

 Mr Osvaldo Luiz Leal de Moraes, Director, Centro Nacional de Monitoramento e Alertas de 

Desastres Naturais (CEMADEN, the Brazilian Disaster Management Agency), Brazil 

 Ms Jessica Ports Robbins, ICT Technical Advisor, Red Cross Global Disaster 
Preparedness Center (GDPC), USA 

 Mr Michael Staudinger, President of WMO Regional Association (RA) VI (Europe), 

Permanent Representative of Austria with WMO, Director Central Institution for 

Meteorology and Geodynamics (ZAMG) and METEOALARM programme manager, Austria 

 Mr Alessandro Annunziato, Scientific Officer, European Commission ‐ Joint Research 
Centre (EC JRC), Italy 

 Mr  Aliani Toiha Saifou‐Dine, Head of Forecasting, Warning and Research Services, 

Comoros Met Service, Comores 

For more information, please contact: 

 WMO: Mr Cyrille Honoré 
(chonore@wmo.int), Chief, Multi‐

Hazard Early Warning Services Division, 

Weather and Disaster Risk Reduction 

Services Department, Switzerland  

 ITU: Ms Vanessa Gray 

(vanessa.gray@itu.int) 


