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The Second Multi-Hazard Early Warning Conference (MHEWC-II) 

Early Warning and Early Action towards 
Sustainable, Resilient and Inclusive Societies 

13-14 May 2019, WMO Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland 

Side Event 1 Concept Note 

Side event title:  The Climate Risk and Early Warning Systems (CREWS) 
    Initiative – Country Practices, People Centred Early Warning 

Date, time and venue: Monday, 13 May 2019, 13:00-14:00 

Lead:    Climate Risk and Early Warning Systems (CREWS) Secretariat 

Side event objectives: 

One of the most important indicators of an effective early warning system (EWS) is the 
demonstrated ability of the most vulnerable to make life-saving decisions based on available 
and user-friendly timely alerts and warnings. For this to occur the design, roll out and 
maintenance of such a system should be centred around the needs and inclusion of the 
institutions, people and communities that most require warnings. This is one of six value 
propositions of the Climate Risk and Early Warning System (CREWS) initiative that is 
factored into all of its investment interventions in least developed countries and in small 
island developing states. All projects must ensure engagement and integration of vulnerable 
groups into the strengthening their EWS. After almost two years of operations there have 
been many lessons learnt and best practices emerging across Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS). As such, the main objective of this side 
event will be to demonstrate the different approaches taken by countries to making their 
respective EWS people inclusive.   

Expected outcomes: 

● Demonstrate successful approaches in countries to engaging key stakeholder groups; 
● Identify the key elements of a people-inclusive system; 
● Highlight the importance of identifying and engaging youth throughout the early 

warning cycle. 

Key messages: 

● Connecting the needs of the most vulnerable into an EWS that increases its 
effectiveness, thereby saving lives; 
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● For EWS to be people-driven it is important to provide opportunities for users to 
become shareholders throughout the process. 

Moderator:  

● Permanent Representative of Jamaica with the World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) 
Mr Evan Thompson, Director, Meteorological Service Division, Jamaica 

Short brief on CREWS 

● CREWS Secretariat 
Ms Donna Pierre 

Speakers:  

● CREWS Implementing Partners 
Mr Jean-Baptiste Migraine, Technical Coordinator, WMO, Switzerland 
Mr Daniel Kull, Senior Disaster Risk Management Specialist, The World Bank, 
Switzerland 

● Permanent Representative of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) with WMO 
Mr J.P Mpundu Elonga, Director-General of the National Meteorological and 
Hydrological Service (METTELSAT) 

● Representative of Saint Lucia (CREWS beneficiary) 
Mr Andre Joyeux, Weather Forecaster in Saint Lucia Meteorological Services, Saint 
Lucia 

● Youth representative from Niger (CREWS beneficiary) 
Ms Alher Wariou Fatiman, Executive Director, Maptic Niger – Agence en 
Cartographie Numerique (women entrepreneurship, Open Street Map & community 
engagement), Niger 

 

 


