
HIGH MOUNTAIN SUMMIT

Mountain weather, water and climate: 
pathways to a sustainable global future

The Summit will seek to:

EXPECTED OUTCOMES

Leverage the influence of relevant stakeholders, rights-holders, public and private sector 
leaders, and funding agencies for an integrated approach across policy frameworks, for the 
necessary level of attention and resources for priority action and investments addressing 
impacts of climate change in high mountains.

Identify practical steps for strengthening the capacity for the provision of hydrological, 
meteorological, climate and p rediction services, for optimizing and enhancing  
cryosphere and high mountain observations and access to data, and for advancing 
the scientific research to bridge the information gaps.

Identify roadmaps for climate risk and early warning systems for mountain-specific threats, 
including a focus on regional transboundary scales, e.g., extreme events, glacial lake 
outburst floods (GLOFs), avalanches, permafrost thawing related risks, Foehn type wind 
(storms), air pollution, and others.

Promote closer and interactive links between science and policy at all levels of governance, 
ensuring science-based input to policy development and long-term adaptation strategies. 

 



PROGRAM OUTLINE

The long-term goal is to ensure that people that live in mountains, and those that are influenced 
by mountain Earth system processes downstream, have access to, and use fit-for-purpose  
hydrological, meteorological, and climate information and knowledge that reflect the impor-
tance of mountain regions as a home of the cryosphere, and as a source of global freshwater 
and ecosystem services for the world.

 SEGMENT 1: Drivers for Action
Societal benefits and the urgency of coordinated and sustainable hydro-meteorological  
and climate services in high mountain regions, and linkages to the post-2015 agenda  
for global policy.

 SEGMENT 2: Stakeholders and needs 
 Stakeholder needs for socially relevant, urgently needed knowledge and information  

in support of risk reduction in mountain and downstream regions, adaptation  
to climate change, and sustainable development of mountain regions;

 High mountain and downstream societies feel the impacts of climate change, now;  
therefore, adequate hydro-meteorological and climate services are urgently needed. 

 SEGMENT 3: Closing the capacity gap 
Prerequisites for closing the capacity gap on user-oriented and fit-for-purpose prediction  
and services for weather, hydrology, and climate, in changing mountain environments.

 SEGMENT 4: Observations, data and predictions
Enhancing mountain surface and remote sensing observations and access to data, coupled 
with integrated mountain prediction systems, as the foundation for sustainable services 
and research.

 SEGMENT 5: Research, innovation and synthesis
Leveraging current science developments to improve the mountain earth systems science  
and predictive capability needed for closing the service and information gaps in integrated 
high mountain observations and predictions, and leading to improved policy-relevant advice  
to address climate risks and for sustainable mountain development.

 SEGMENT 6: Call for Action
High Level engagement in support of the Call for Action on High Mountain Weather,  
Climate, and Water, and a roadmap of actions and engagements, with specific actions.

HIGH MOUNTAIN SUMMIT
Mountain weather, water, and climate: pathways to a sustainable global future7h30 – 9h30 Registration and poster setup Main lobby

9h30 – 10h20 Opening Session and Segment 1 (part 1)  Salle Obasi 
 Welcome addresses 
 Drivers for action

10h20 – 10h40 Break        

10h40 – 12h30 Segment 1 (part 2) – Drivers for action Salle Obasi

12h30 – 12h45 Group photo

12h45 – 14h30 Lunch 
 Informal poster discussions Main lobby

14h30 – 15h50 Segment 2 (part 1) – Stakeholders and needs – panel presentation Salle Obasi

15h50 – 16h10 Break

16h10 – 17h30 Segment 2 (part 2) – Stakeholders and needs – discussions and conclusions

18h00 – 20h00 Reception hosted by Switzerland Attic

Day 1 – 29 October 2019 

09h00 – 10h20 Reports Salle Obasi 
 Presentations of conclusions from Segments 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

10h20 – 10h40 Break

10h40 – 12h00 Synthesis of results  Salle Obasi 
 Bringing it all together : preparing the Call for Action

12h00 – 14h00 Lunch 
 Closure of poster sessions Main lobby

14h00 – 15h30 Segment 6 Salle Obasi 
 High Level Segment and the adoption of the Summit Call for Action

15h30 – 16h00 Closure of the Summit

09h00 – 10h20 Segment 3 - panel Salle Obasi 
 Closing the capacity gap on user-oriented and fit-for-purpose prediction  
 and services

10h20 – 10h40 Break

10h40 – 12h00 Segment 4 - panel Salle Obasi 
 Enhance mountain surface and remote sensing observations and access to data,  
 coupled to integrated mountain prediction systems

12h00 – 13h00 Side Event Salle C2 
 ICIMOD Side Event “Cryosphere and Society in Hindukush-Himalaya”

12h00 – 14h00 Lunch 
 Informal poster discussions Main lobby

14h00 – 17h00 Segment 5 Research, innovation and synthesis:  Salle C1 
 Towards an integrated mountain prediction system

 Segment 3 Breakout: Closing the capacity gap:  Salle Obasi 
 Service delivery strategy and engagements

 Segment 4 Breakout: Closing the capacity gap: Salle B  
 Enhance mountain surface and remote sensing observations and access to data

17h15 – 18h30 Side Event Salle C2 
 Roadmap to integrated mountain cryosphere observation and information system

Day 2 – 30 October 2019

Day 3 – 31 October 2019


