
Making Ireland Weather

and Climate Prepared

GCOS-IRELAND NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

GCOS/WCRP Atmospheric Observation Panel for Climate 
(AOPC-27) 

Update in activities, 27 June 2022



2

Making Ireland Weather

and Climate Prepared

NATIONAL GCOS IRELAND (GCOS-IRELAND)

• Established early in 2018 

• joint initiative by the Director of Met Éireann (MÉ), the 

Director General of the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA), and the Chief Executive of the Marine 

Institute (MI)

• committee consists of nominees from MÉ, EPA and MI 

and complimented by Teagasc as well as remote sensing 

expertise
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• works to ensure the sustained provision of reliable physical, chemical and 

biological observations and data records for the total climate system – across the 

atmospheric, oceanic and terrestrial domains, including hydrological and carbon 

cycles, for Ireland. 

• The role of GCOS-Ireland is to coordinate and promote the GCOS observing 

principles relating to Essential Climate Variables (ECVs) of relevance to Ireland. 

GCOS-IRELAND AIMS
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RECENT ACTIVITIES

• This most recent ‘Status of Ireland’s Climate’ report was 

commissioned by GCOS-Ireland and co-funded by the 

EPA, MÉ and MI

• The research contact was awarded to the MaREI Centre 

at University College Cork who are the authors of the 

report.

• Coordination of Sea Level Measurement Advisory Group

• Support for ICOS initiative

• National Soil Moisture Network development
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Observed National Climate Indicators Show the Status of 

Ireland’s Climate

- Over the last decade Irelands climate was warmer and wetter than ever 

previously observed.

- Records from Ireland show that the levels of the main drivers of climate: 

change carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide, have increase steadily since 

2012, a trend that is reflected globally.  

- Sea-levels have increased in the oceans around Ireland but gaps remain in the 

national sea-level observational network. 

- Steps are required to provide a comprehensive sea level observation 

programme and to ensure institutional supports are provided for key climate 

observation systems in Ireland.
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THANK YOU!!


